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Firft Report from the Committee of Secrecy. 
Ordered to be printed the 17th of May, 1794. 
(Continued from Page 590.) 


T further appears, from correfpondence of a recent date 
between different Societies in the country and the Secretary 
of the Correfponding Society, that fome time in the courfe of a 
few weeks paft, circular letters had actually been fent to dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom, on the fubject of afflembling a 
Convention, and a printed paper to this effect has been found 
in the cuftody of the Secretary to the Society ; which is here 
inferted, and which your Committee have good reafon to bes 
lieve is a copy of thecircular letter referred to. 


[The following is a copy of the faid printed paper. ] 
“« CITIZENS! 


“ The critical moment is arrived, and Britons muft either 
affert with zeal and firmnefs their claims to liberty, or yield 
without refiftance to the chains that minifterial ufurpation is 
forging for them. Will you co-operate with us in the only 
peaceable meafure that now prefents itfelf with any profpeét of 
fuccefs? We need not intimate to you that, notwithftanding 
the unparalleled audacity of a corrupt and overbearing faction, 
which at prefent tramples on the rights and liberties of the pees 
ple, our meetings cannot, in England, be interrupted without 
the previous adoption of a Convention bill; a meafare it is 
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our duty to anticipate, that the ties of union may be more 
firmly drawn, and the fentiments and views of the different Sos 
cieties throughout the nation be compared, while it is yet in 
our power, fo as to guide and direct the future operations of 
the friends of freedom.—Roufe;; then, to one exertion more ; 
and let us fhew our confcioufnefs of this important truth— 
“: If weare to be beaten down with threats, profecutions, and 
illegal fenténeds, we are usworthy—we are ees ans of li- 
berty.” We mult, however, be expeditious. Heffians and 
Auftrians are already among us ; and if we tamely fubmit, a 
cloud of thefe armed barbarians may fhortly be poured in up- 
on us. Let us form, then, another Britifh Convention. We 
have a central fituation in, our view, which we believe would 
be moft convenient for the whole ifland ; but which we forbear 
to mention, (eutreating your confidence in this particular) till 
we have the anfwer of the Societies with which we are in cor- 
refpondence. Let us have our anfwer, then, by the 20th, at 
fartheft, earlier if poffible, whether ‘you approve of the mea- 
fure, and how many Delegates you can fend, with the number 
alfo, if pofltble, éF your Societies. © 
“ We remain your’s; in civit affeAion, 
“ THe Lonpon CorresponpINnG Society. 


T. HARDY, Secretary. 


“ For the management of this bufinefs we have appointed 
a Secret Comittittee ; jou will judge how far it is neceflary for 
you to do the'fame.” 


Subfequent tothe proceedings now ftated, there was ano» 

er General Meetitig 6f°the® Correfponding Socicty, held at 
Chalk Farm; the proceedings of which are ftated in a printed 
paper likewife found on'tle Secretary of the Society, and’ 
which your Committee find has been circulated by order of the 
Society. 


[ This paper is here inferted (as follows), :] 
“ Ata General Meeting of the London Corresponding So- 
ciety, held on the Green at Chalk Farm, on Monday, the 
14th of ‘April, 1794, J. Lovettin the Chair, the following 
. letters were read: 
To the Chaitman of theSociety of the Friends of the People. 
alt: he 9 “baa, gage 
“ At a.crifis fo important as the prefent, .there needs no 
apology oy the part of the London, Correfponding — 
or 
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for addreffing itfelf to all other affociated Societies, who have 
in ew the fame object as themfelves. 

“ To the Society of the Friends of the People, arguments 
are not wanting to fhew the importance and abfolute neceffity 
of a full and fair reprefentation of the people of Great Britain. 
They have inveftigated the fubjects for themfelves ; they have 
expofed to the world a feries of plain and indifputable facts, 
which muft excite in the minds of every man well difpofed to 
his country, apprehenfions of alarm for the fecurity of the few 
remaining veftiges of liberty, from which, as Britons, we de- 
rive confolation. 

“ Deeply impreffed with confiderations of this nature, the 
London Correfponding Society earneftly folicits, at this time, 
the concurrence and affiftance of the Society of she Friends 
of the People, in affembling, as fpeedily as the «ature of the 
bufinefs will admit, a Convention of the friends of freedom, 
for the purpofe of obtaining, in a legal and conftitutional me- 
thod, a full and effeétual reprefentation. 

“ Our requeft is not made from the impreffions of the mo- 
ment, but after the matureft deliberations on the value and im- 
portance of the object for which we are contending, and of 
the difficulties we may expect trom thofe whofe prefent in- 
terefts render them more hoftile to the welfare of their 
country. 

“ The oppofition of fuch perfons is no {mail argument for 
the goodnefs of our caufe; and their late conduct, when 
compared with their former profeffions, exhibits a depravity un- 
paralleled, we truft, on the page of hiftory. 

“ Under the aufpices of apoftate reformers, we have lately 
beheld ferious and alarming encroachments on the liberties of 
the people. 

“© We have feen with indignation and horror men legally 
and peaceably aflembled, difperfed by unconftitutional powers, 
and their papers feized. 

“© We have feen fome of our moft virtuous brethren, whofe 
only crime has been an imitation of Mr. Pitt and his aflociates, 
fentenced to fourteen years tranfportation, without the fanction 
of law, or even of precedent, of which number, one was held 
up in the Britifh Parliament 2s convicted and condemned, be- 
fore he was even put upon his trial, 

“ The infidious attempts alfo to introduce foreign troops 
into this country, without the confent of Parliament, and the 
intended bill to embody foreigners into his Majefty’s fervice, 
arc’ meafures fufficiently calculated. to awaken our fears for the 
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exiftence even of the name of liberty. Nor can we overlook 
that part of the prefent fyftem of corruption which maintains, 
out of the public plunder, a train of fpies, more dangerous to 
fociety than fo many affaffins, whofe avowed bufinefs is to def- 
troy the friends of the country one by one. 

“ Thefe are grievances which demand immediate redrefs, 
and when added ta thofe evils which are neceflarily connected 
with every partial reprefentation of the people, call for the 
ftrenuous exertions of every lover of his country. 

s¢ But we are told, that the prefent is not the time for ree 
form, and that innovation may introduce difturbance. Are 
thofe perfons to judge of the proper time to makea reform, 
who exift only by corruption? Are the people of Britain to 
endure every thing without repining, without ardently feeking 
a radical reform, becaufe difturbances may happen ? have the 
enemies to reform told us whence thefe difturbances are to 
originate? has a fingle overt a&t been committed by the friends 
to freedom ? have not all the riots, all the public difturbances, 
all the feditious aflemblies, been excited by the enemies to re- 
form? and dothey mean to tell us, that they will ftill find other 
inftruments for their wicked defigns ; that they have yet thole 
who will act over again the outrages that have been perpetrated 
in fome parts of Britain, and attempted in others? 

“ If fuch is the determination of thofe perfons hoftile to a 
fair reprefentation, let them look to the confequences, but let 
them recollect that it has happened, and may happen again, that 
thofe who kindled the flames have perifhed by them. 

“ The friends to reform are friends to peace, their prine 
ciples can be promoted only by peaceable means, they know 
of no other method of obtaining the object they defire. But 
they will not be alarmed by the threats of venal apoftates, they 
will not draw back becaufe they have feen fome of their beit 
friends doomed to exile; they will purfue the courfe in which 
they have began, andturn neither to the right nor to the 
left. 

“ Convinced as the London Correfponding Society is, that 
there is no power which ought, fo there is no power which can 
finally withitand the juft and fteady demands of a people re- 
folved to be free ; they will, therefore, look with confidence to 
the determination, and, they hope, to the co-operation of the 
Society of the Friends of the People, in the attainment of an 
object which involves the deareft interefts of fociety. 

“ Convinced alfo that their intentions are of the pureft 
kind, they will never ftoop to anfwer the calumnies of their 

enemies 5 
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enemies ; but will, at all times, and in all circumftances, ene 
deavour, by firmnefs and perfeverance, to deierve the counte- 
nance and approbation of the beft friends of their country, 
the friends of a fair reprefentation of the people of Great 
Britain. 

“¢ T am, Sir, 

“ For the London Correfponding Society, 
THOMAS HARDY, Sec. 


“ April 4, 1794+ 
“COMMITTEE ROOMS. 
“ Frith Street, April 11, 1794 
«SIR, 


“ Your letter of the 4th inftant, addreffed to Mr. Sheridan, 
Chairman of the Friends of the People, was laid before that 
Society at their meeting on Saturday laft ; and they inftructed 
their Committee to thank the London Correfponding Society 
for their communication, and to exprefs the alarm they feel in 
common with every friend of liberty, at the late extraordinary 
proceedings of Government, fo ably detailed, and fo juftly re- 
probated by your Society. “They aflure you, that all the friends 
of reform may look with confidence to the determination and 
co-operation of this Society in every peaceable and conftitu- 
tional meafure, which fhall appear to them calculated to pro- 
mote the object of their inftitution; but they donot think that 
which is recommended in your letter, is likely to ferve its pro- 
feffed purpofe. They fear it will furnifh the enemies of ree 
form with the means of calumniating its advocates, and fo far 
from forwarding the caufe, will deter many from countenancing 
that which they approve.—For thefe reafons, the friends of 
the people muft decline to fend Delegates to the Convention 
propofed by the London Correfponding Society :—At the fame 
time, they renew their aflurances of good will, and defire of 
preferving a proper underftanding and cordiality among all the 
friends of parliamentary reform, notwithftanding any difference 
of opinion that may occur as to the beft method of accomplifh- 
ing It. 

¢ In name, and by order of the Committee, 


“ (Signed) W. BRETON, Chairman. 


“ To Mr. T. Hardy, Secretary to the 
“ London Correfponding Society. 


«& The 
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“ Refolved unanimoufly, 


“J. That this Society have beheld with rifing indignation, 
proportioned tothe enormity of the evil, the late rapid ade 
vances of defpotifm in Britain; the invafion of public fecu- 
rity; the contempt of popular opinion; and the violation of 
all thofe provifions of the Conftitution intended to prote& the 
people againft the encroachments of power and prerogative. 

: “ II, That our abhorrence and deteftation have been pare 
ticularly calied forth by the late arbitrary and flagitious proceeds 
igs of the Court of Jufticiary in Scotland, where all the 
doétrines and praCtices of the Star Chamber, in the times of 
Charles the Fisft, have been revived and aggravated ; and 
where fentences have been pronounced in open violation of all 
law and juftice, which mutt ftrike deep into the heart of every 
man, the melancholy conviction that Britons are no longes 


} fiee. 

? “ III. That the whole proceedings of the late Britith 
: Convention of the people, at Edinburgh, are fuch as claim our 
4 approbation and applaufe. 


“ IV. That the condud of citizens Margarot and Gerrald 
in particular, by its ftri€t uniformity with our wifhes and ins 
ftructions, and the ability, firmnefs, and difinterefted patriotifm 
which it fo eminently difplayed, has infpired an enthufiafm of 
zeal and attachment which no time can obiliterate, and no proe 
fecution remove; and that we will preferve their names en- 
graven on our hearts till we have an opportunity to redrefs 
their wrongs. 

“© V, That any attempt to violate thofe yet remaining laws, 
which were intended for the fecurity of Englifhmen againft 
the tyranny of Courts and Minifters, and the corruption of 
dependent Judges, by vefting in fuch Judges a legiflative or 
arbitrary power (fuch as has lately been exercif&d by the 
Court of Jufticiary in Scotland) ought to be confidered as 
diflolving entirely the focial compact between the Englith 
nation and their governors ; and driving them to an immediate 
appeal to that incontrovertible maxim of eternal juftice, that 
the fafety of the people is the fupremé, and in caies of necele 
fity the only law. 

“ VI. That the arming and difciplining in this country, 
either with or without the confent of Parliament, any band of 
Emigrants and Foreigners, driven from their own wee for 

mer 

















fly : 


nation, 
id ade 
> fecus 
tion of 
e& the 
itive. 
1 pare 
ceeda 
ll the 
nes of 
; and 
of all 
every 


nger 


ritifh 


n our 


rrald 
line 
tifm 
n of 
DrO= 
en= 


Irefs 


WS, 
inft 
1 of 
or 
the 
as 
ifh 
ate 
rat 
cle 
Ys 
of 
or 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 607 


their known attachment to an infamous defpotifm, is an out~ 
rageous attempt to overawe and intimidate the free {pirit of 
Britains; to fubjugate them to an army of mercenary cut- 
throats, whofe views and intereft muft of neceflity be in direct 
oppofition to thofe of the nation, and that no pretence whatever 
ought to induce the people to fubmit to fo unconftitutional a 
meafure. 

« VII. That the unconftitutional project of raifing money 
and troops by forced benevolences (and no benevolences col- 
leSted upon requifition from the King or his Minifters can ever 
in reality be voluntary) and the equally unjuftifiable meafure 
of arming one part of the people againft the other, brought 
Charles the Firft to the block, and drove James the Second and 
his pofterity from the throne; and that confequently Minifters 
in advifing fuch meafures, ought to contider whether they are 
not guilty of high treafon. 

“ VIII, That this Society have beheld with confiderable 
pleafure the confiftent refpeé? which the Houfe of Lords dif- 
played for their own conftitutional rules and orders, on the 4th 
of the prefent month, upon the motion of Earl Stanhope, con- 
cerning the interference of Minifters in. the internal go- 
vernment of France; and that it is the firm conviction of 
this Society, that this circumftance when properly detailed, 
will have a confiderable effe&t in convincing the country at 
large, of the true dignity and utility of that branch of his 
Majefty’s Parliament, : 

“ TX. That the thanks of this meeting be given to Earl 
Stanhope, for his manly and patriotic conduct during the pre-. 
fent feflion of Parliament ; a conduct which (unfupported as it 
has been in the Senate, of which he is fo truly honourable a 
Member) has, together with the timely interference of certain 
fpirited and patriotic aflociations, been neverthelefs already 
produtive of the falutary effect of chafing the Heffian and 
Hanoverian mercenaries from our coafts; who but for thefe 
exertions might have been marched perhaps, ere this, into the 
very heart of the country, together with others of their coun- 
trymen, to have peopled the barracks, which every where in- 
fult the eyes of Britons. 

“ X. That it is the firm conviction of this Society, that a 
fteady perfeverance in the fame bold and energetic fentiments 
which have lately been avowed by the friends of freedom can- 
not fail of crowning with ultimate triumph, the virtuous caufe 
in which we are engaged, fince whatever may be the interefted 
Opinion of Hereditary Senators, or packed majorities we pres 

6 tended 
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tended reprefentatives, truth and liberty in an age fo enlightened 
as the prefent, muft be invincible and omnipotent. 


(To be continued.) 





The Hiftory of Ifaac Fenkins, his Wife, and Children. 


[Extraéted from a Pamphlet written by Dr. Beddoes, of Briftol, 
under that Title, which has lately been publifhed.] 


(Concluded from Page 582.) 


« ed I hope you can tell more about this family—what 

became of Sarah and the children ? did Ifaac take up 
and become kind ?”—“* Why, my good reader, what would 
you have done in Ifaac’s cafe ?””—* Oh, brought all my wa- 
ges and given them to Sarah to lay out, and never any more 
bave gone within the Horfe-Shoe door to drink, if I had lived 
to the age of Methufalem ; befides, I’d have got fome clay 
and plaiftered the walls at nights to keep the cold out; for as 
good Mr. Langford faid, a man who {pends his money upon 
his own belly and leaves his family to ftarve, is no better than 
a coward, a tyrant, and a brute; aye and more than half for- 
{worn into the bargain.” 

“ You are very right; it is too true ; andI hope every ho- 
neft poor man who hears of Sarah’s and the children’s danger 
and diftrefs, will think as you do, and aé& acccordingly. I be- 
lieve, for my part, that the poor are well difpofed, and do wrong 
oftener for want of knowing better, than from wickednefs of 
heart.”—* But I am afraid Ifaac’s fcore at the Horfe-Shoe 
would be a thorn in his fide, if he was ever fo well inclined. 
It isa hard matter for a labouring body that has low wages to 
get himfelf out, when he is once over head and ears in debt. 
But how much was his {core in all I pray ?”— I was afraid 
too that the debt wou!d lay him under difficulties ; and like 

ou was anxious to learn whether Ifaac reformed, efpecially as 

know what an hard matter it is to break bad habits ; I was 
alfo very forry for Sarah, for I thought the firft time I heard the 
above account that fhe behaved weil all the way through; 
and when | enquired concerning her in that part of the country, 
where I lately was, I found fhe had borne a good charaéter all 
the time-{he was in fervice ; and that though the did not, when 
a girl, foolifhly Jay out her money in tawdry ribbands and frip- 
pery, fhe was always very tight and clean on a Sunday—if 
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you had feen her then, you would not have known her again 
now ; fhe was fo much altered by Ifaac’s unkindnefs. Ac- 
cordingly, I wrote to Mr. Langford, with whom I am well ace 
quainted, for an account of what followed; and he was fo 
obliging as to inform me by letter of the following particulars. 
—Yon fhall read them in his own words.” 





Letter from Mr. Langford to the Perfon that draws up this Aes 


count, 


My dear Friend, Ludlow, Fune 3d. 1792. 


Although it be now going on for ten years fince it hap- 
pened, I ftill diftin&lly remember my attendance on the wife 
and children of Ifaac Jenkins ; and I fhall I can affure you, 
always remember it with fatisfaction.—Soon after their reco- 
very, I held a long and earneft converfation with Ifaac on the 
heinous practice of drunkennefs in the father of a numerous 
family. To this converfation the late and prefent condition of 
his family was, I thought, likely, if any thing poffibly could, 
to give effect ; fo I Icit him abruptly. Befides the necefiity 
I was under of fo doing, I thoug!.t this a meafure of good po 
licy.—An attempt on my part to humble him by extorting a 
full confeffion of his guilt, might only fet him upon deviling 
fome excufe or defence; and though he could have been 
brought to make the faireft promifes of amendmentat the mo- 
ment, he might have thought himfelf acquitted by a parcel of 
empty words, and not have altered his conduct at all. Oa 
this account I thought it beft for himfelf and his family, that 
the matter fhould remain in fufpenfe, that what he had feen 
and heard might have the chance of finking deeper into his 
mind. ‘Though it fhould prey upon his fpirits awhile, I thought 
it would do no harm in the Jong run. In about two months 
afterwards my bufinels carrying me that way again, I took the 
opportunity of calling at Ifaac’s. He was notathome. But 
I was pleafed to fee things wearing a better afpect. The houfe 
fmelled {weet and frefh, as [entered the door. The injunctions 
that I had laid upen Sarah refpecting the cleanlinefs of the 
houfe and the place before the door had been punctually com- 
plied with. The door itfelf was mended, clumiily indeed, 
but fo as to keep out moft of the wind—it was evidently Ifaac’s 
handy-work.— The walls were coarfely plaiftered anew, where 
they wanted.—The cloaths of the children were all patched 
indeed, but no longer ragged, or full of holes. —Cheerfulnefs 
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and content fate upon the countenances of the three younger 
children. The two elder were gone with their father to the 
fheep-wafhing.—After I had furveyed the improved condition 
of the houfe, Sarah opened the cupboard-door and handed 
down three-fourths of a good fubitantial loaf with a piece of 
palz-faced checfe of the country; and fhe looked at me with 
a fignificant {mile, as much as to fay, “ Times are mended 
fiice you were here laft: The fare may be coarfe, but a belly. 
ful is a bellyful.” 1 found from her account, that Ifaac after 
1 went away had faid but little on the fubjeé&t of my remons 
ftrance. But he had thought and done fo much the more; fo 
far from thewing any inclination to the Horfe-Shoe, the ve- 
rily believed that he turned afide his head as he paffed the houfe. 
—She informed me that the day he brought home the half 
cheefe and was cutting a flice for each of the children, the faid 
tohim 5 “ There, look at Jim, if he is not getting fat and 
cherry-cheeked, the rogue ! though he was fo near his enda 
little while ago.” Ifaac feemed firft pleafed at the thought, 
then looked grave, and muttered “ All might be well yet, if 
it were not for one thing :’’ this he atterwards owned to her 
was Mrs. Pritchard’s fcore. almoft twenty fhillings ! and 
* then the Doétor’s bill for ftuff;”” he fhould never be eafy till 
taefe were paid, and how he fhould ever contrive to pay them, 
he did not know. 

‘This was the very way I wifhed what I faid to work upon 
Iiaac: fo 1 entertained hopes of an effectual reform. It was 
fortunate for him that he was from time to time called up ftairs 
to life his Mafter Simcox from the bed to his chair.—T nis poor 
man was now daily growing worfe and wosfe 5 and at laft bee 
came an hideous {pectacie, quite a monfter, with his legs enor- 
moully fwelled, iis face bloated, and gafping for breath; he 
was now int his fickaefs as penitent, as he had been before con- 
fident in the heyday of health and high {pirits that drinking 
would never hurt him 3 good found ale, he ufed to fay, would 
never hurt any man. It was your doctored wath at public- 
houfes that did the mifchief. One day a dreadful fit of hard 
breathing having feized tim, his daughter cried out for fome- 
body to come up ftairs and help, for her father was dying; 
Ifaac was in the kitchen below, fupping a piggin of milk-por- 
rigge. He burried up ftairs directly ; what a fight to behold ! 
the {woin unwieldy farmer with his face as black as your hat, 
inapping for a mouthful of air; and when he was raifed and 
had recovered his breath a jittle, repeating in a doleful tone out 
of the PHlais—“ My itrength faileth me, becaufe of my 
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iniquity, and my bones are confumed: My wickedneffes are 
gone over my head, and are like a fore burden, too heavy for 
me to bear.” He had numbers of verfes by heart, for he had 
been one of your conftant church-goers, who think themfelves 
quite abfolved for a bad life if they do but regularly every 
we 4 week cry “ Amen ” along with the clerk of the 
arin. 
' In the progrefs of Simcox’s diforder his legs burft, and the 
holes at which the water oozed out, began to mortify. One 
Sunday afternoon as Ifaac was fitting with him, and his daugh- 
ter was drefling the wounds, he would look at his legs and every 
now and then cry out; ** My fores ftink and are corrupt, 
through my foolifhnefs; I am brought into fo great trouble 
and mifery that I go mourning all the day long ;—there is no 
whole part in my body!” This and much more to the fame 
purpofe Ifaac reported to me; and all things taken together, 
you cannot wonder if thefe penitential ejaculations made a 
much deeper impreflion upon him than all the fermons he had 
ever heard in his life. 

But to return to Sarah and the houfe. I had beforehand 
determined within myfelf, if 1 faw fufficient hopes of Ifaac’s 
amendment, to pay off the fcore at the Horfe-Shoe, and take 
the debt upon myfelf. It is impoffible to paint to you Sarah’s 
joy, and aftonifhment, and gratitude, when I took out a gui- 
nea and half, and bade her go and fettle her own account and 
Ifaac’s with Mrs. Pritchard—I told her that I could afford to 
truft as well as Mrs. Pritchard, that perhaps fhe would rather 
have me for a creditor than that fair-fpoken woman, and that 
Ifaac might pay me by little at a time, taking care not to put 
his family on fhort allowance for this purpofe—He has now 
for fome time been out of my debt. I did not fcruple to let 
him pay me for the medicines alfo, I thought he would feel 
better fatisfied with himfelf, and a more independant man.— 
You will not wonder, however, that I indulged myfelf in the 
pleafure of prefenting Sarah with a piece of home-fpun ftuff 
fora gown, It was eafy for me to procure a place for each of 
her children as they became fit for fervice. 

Ifaac, though for a long time tongue-tied upon the fubject 
of his own conduct, now takes -pleafure in relating every cir- 
cumftance. And as he has a flow of words, with plenty of pro- 
— and country fayings, he makes it up into an interefting 

ory. 

It happened that the fawyers, his old pot companions, whom 
he calls his comforters, came to faw up another fall of hollies, 

4H 2 about 
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about the time that Ifaac was beginning to be a thriving man 
again.—The firlt day they met, after fome very hearty fhakes 
of the hand, they invited him to come to their quarters and 
renew old acquaintance. Ifaac thanked them kindly, but faid 
he could not poffibly mect them that evening 5 it was Saturday ; 
but if they would come to his cottage the next day, towards 
the fall of the night, he would treat them with a bit of cold 
meat, a difh of warm potatoes, and a fup of pertifh beer which 
he had remaining after the wake. They readily accepted the 
invitation, After fupper he related his adventures; and 
“ Now,” fayshe “ gentlemen,’” looking at them with an air 
of defiance, when he had told the whole ftory, © after this 
you are welcome to try to tice me to big Martha’s if you 
think yourfelves able.” 

Ido not fuppofe they prefled him much; but Ifaac was firm 
and not to be ihaken from his purpofe. He had felt too feu- 
fibly the difference between beggary with drunkennefs and dif- 
content, and plenty with fobriety and a light cheerful heart.— 
And may every labouring man, fay 1, who keeps his family in 
good plight, peifevere in weil-doing, and have the fatisfaction 
of feeing his children thrive under his eye and profper like 
healthy plants; and may thofe who have been unfortunately 
mifled like Ifaac, into the practice of fotting at public-houfes, 
take pattern by him, and once more become kind hufbands and 
parents |! You may be fure, my good friend, that to th.s their 
wives and children will ail cry—“ Amen, fo be it”—And fo 
farewell for the prefent. 

I remain 
Your’s to command, 


JOSIAH LANGFORD. 


An Abftraét of the Ad for the Difcharge of Infolvent 
Debiors, which received the Royal Affent on the 11th of 


~ 


June, 1794. 
é ke preamble to this Act ftates that whercas, notwith- 


ftanding the great detriment which Acts of Infolvency 
produce to trade and credit, it may be convenient, in the pre 
fent condition of the gaols in this kingdom, that fome of the 
prifoners who are now confined therein thould be tet at liberty, 
and therefore it ena¢is the following regulations tor the fetting 


at liberty the perfons who are intended to be benefited by . 
C 
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It direéts gaolers to make out lifts of prifoners, who, on 
February 12, 1794, and at the time of making them out, 
were in cuftody for debt, which lifts are to be delivered to the 
Quarter Seffions, and are to be {worn to by the keepers of the 
re{pective prifons. ‘Thefe oaths are to be adminiftered in open 
court, and to be entered at the bottom of the lifts, The lifts 
are to be kept by the different Clerks of the Peace, who are 
enjoined to allow them to be examined gratis, Three copies 
of thefe lifts are to be fixed up, in confpicuous parts of each 
prifon, at leaft ten days before the firft or fecond General 
Quarter Seffions which fhall be held after the paffing of this 
act, for each refpefive county or town. 

Such prifoners as on the 12th of February, 1794, were in 
prifon for debts under 1000]. whofe names are in the above= 
mentioned lifts, are to be difcharged on conforming with the 
conditions of this act. 

Juftices on petition of any prifoner, who fhall deliver a 
f{chedule of his eftate, may iffuea warrant for bringing him to 
the Quarter Seffion to be held next after the expiration of ten 
days from the date of fuch warrant, which warrants the per- 
fons to whom they are direfted are commanded to obey, and 
to exhibit to the Juftices the caufes of fuch petitioner’s being 
detained, , 

Juttices are to tranfmit fchedules to the Clerk of the Peace 
for the infpection of fuch creditors as chufé to examine them. 
If the Juftices omit for ten days to tranfmit fchedules they are 
to forfeit rol. 

Debtors intending to apply for their difcharge are to give 
previous notice thrice in the Gazette, if they are confined 
within the bills of mortality; and if they are confined in any 
gaol in the country, then they are alfo to infert three fuch no 
tices in the newfpaper publifhed in or near the county, town, 
or divifion, which is fituated near the prifon in which they are 
confined; and the firft of fuch notices muft be inferted at 
Jeait 21 days before the firft or fecond General Quarter Sef- 
fions or adjournment thereof, which dhall be held after the 
pafling of this act, and the laft notice mult appear at leait fix 
days previous to fuch feflions, in order that all their creditors 
may have fufficient notice thereof. Thefe notices are to be 
diftinguifhed as firft, fecond, and third notices, and to contain 


the naincs, trade, and occupation of fuch debtors, and of the 


prifon where they are confined ; and alfo the name of the two 


Jait places of abode, if fo many, of every fuch debtor or 


debtors. 
DeBtors 
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Debtors are to deliver fchedules previous to the firft notice, 
containing a real difcovery of all their real and perfonal eftates, 
make the following oath: 

I A. B. upon my corporal oath, in the prefence of Al- 
mighty God, do folemnly {wear, proteft, and de::lare, that on 
the 12th day of February, 1794, I was really ed truly a pri- 
foner, in the actual cuftody of in the prifon or gaol of 
, at the fuit of ———, and that I have, ever fince my 
commitment, continued a prifoner within the prifon of ——, 
without any fraud or collufion whatfoever; in the actual 
cuftody of the gaoler or keeper of the faid prifon of or 
within the liberties, at the fuit of —————-, and without any 
fraud or collufion whatfoever; and that the fchedule now de- 
livered by me, and fub{fcribed, doth contain, to the beft of my 
knowledge, remembrance, and belief, a full, juft, true, and 
perfe& account and difcovery of all the goods, effects, and 
eftates, real and perfonal, in pofleffion, reverfion, remainder, 
or expectancy, which I, or any perfon in truft for me, or 
for my benefit, or advantage, are feized or poffeffed of, interefted 
in, or entitled to, or was or were in my poffeffion at any 
time fince my commitment to prifon, and of all debts which 
are to me owing, or to any perfon or perfons in truft for me, 
and of all the fecurities and contracts whereby any money now 
is, or will or may hereafter become payable, or any benefit or 
advantage may accrue to me, or to my ufe, or to any perfon or 
perfons in truft for me, and the names and places of abode of 
the feveral perfons from whom fuch debts are due and owing, 
and of the witneffes that can prove fuch debts or contraéts [if 
any fuch there be}, and that neither I, nor any other perfon or 
perfons in truft for me, or for my ufe, have any lands, money, 
ftock, or any eftate, real or perfonal, in poffeffion, reverfion, or 
remainder, or expectantly, other than what are in the faid fche- 
dule contained, except wearing apparel and bedding for myfelf 
and family, working tools, and neceflary implements for my 
occupation and calling, together with a {um of money not ex- 
ceeding 5]. and thefe in the whole not exceeding the value 
of 301. and that I have not, nor any body for me hath, directly 
or indireétly, fold, leflened, or otherwife conveyed, difpofed of 
in truft, or concealed, all or any part of my Jands, money, 
goods, chattels, ftock, debts, fecurities, contraéts, or eftate, 
real or perfonal, whereby to fecure the fame, or to receive or 
expect any profit or advantage thereof, or with intent to defraud 
or deceive any creditor or creditors to whom I am or was in- 
debted in any wife howfoever.—So help me God. . 

he 
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The fchedule and oath are to be fubfcribed in court, and 
remain with the Clerk of the Peace for the perufal of the 
creditors. 

Debtors refufing to comply, are to be remanded to prifon.— 
Gaolers are to atteft the fignature of {chedules, and give du- 
plicates to debtors, and to creditors requiring, on penalty of 
20], The notices of their intending to take the benefit of 
the act are to be figned by the debtors and the gaoler. 

Debtors applying at the feflions are to prove the due infer- 
tion of fuch notices, either by producing the faid three Ga- 
zettes or newfpapers, or by proving it upon oath; and they are 
alfo to deliver in open court fchedules of their eftate real or 
perfonal, of which they were in pofleffion fince being com- 
mitted to prifon, with the names and places of abode of their 
refpective debtors, and the feveral fums of money from them 
refpectively owing, and how the fame became due, to the trith 
of which they are to be fworn. This {chedule and oathare 
to be fubfcribed in court, and remain with the Clerk of the 
Peace for the perufal of the creditors. The court, at the re= 
queft of a creditor, may examine gaolers on oath; ani the 
debtor’s oath not being difproved, the court are to order his 
difcharge, which fhall indemnify the perfon having him in 
cuftody for liberating him. 

The eftate and effects of difcharged debtors are to be vefted 
in the Clerk of the Peace, who is to affign the fameto fuch 
creditors as the court fhall direét, which affignees ae to get 
in fuch effets and fell them within two months afte the af- 
fignment of them, by public auétion, in fuch manner, and at 
fuch place, as the major part of the creditors fhall approve, 
who are to be called together for this purpofe by public adver- 
tifement. The affignees are to make a dividend within three 
months, firft making up their accounts, and verifying them on 
oath, ‘Thirty days notice is to be given of making fuch divi- 
dend; none are to {hare till they have proved their debts ; 
reality of debts may be inquired into at the fefions. Surplus 
of effects to be paid to the debtor. 

The powers of the Clerks of the Peace are to extend to the 
Deputy Clerks for the county of Lancafter. 

The eftates of debtors not inferted in the {chedules are to be 
vefted in the Clerk of the Peace, notwithitanding fuch omif- 
fion, as foon as difcovered. Securities without valuable con- 
fiderations are to be void. The eftates are to be vefted in the 
Clerk of the Peace for the time being. 
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No fuit inequity is to be commenced without the confent of 
the majority, in value, of creditors. Schedules are to be pro- 
duced by the Clerks of the Peace to creditors, on the forfeiture 
of rol. and treble cofts. 

The affignees are to compound with lords of manors for 
copyhold or cuftomary eftates, the debtor’s right only is to be 
affected by the {aid act. Mortgages are to take place of claims 
of an inferior nature. ‘The power of fealing lands is to be 
vefted in affignees. 

The acting gaoler, at the time of delivering the Ji fi is tobe 
te perfon fwors n. The court, at the requeft ‘of credi itors, are 
® adminifter to gaolers an oath, by which they fwear, that the 
©mmitments to prifon of debtors which he delivers are really 
tne and not fictitious. 

sheriffs, &c. difobeying the orders of the court, are to for- 
fei 100], Gaolers and printers, wilfully refufing to comply 
wit the regulations of this act, are to fuffer three ‘months i im- 
ptilmment. Gaolers perjuring themfelves are to forfeit 500]. 
Cleks of the Peace refufing to give copies of adjudication of 
difcurges, &c. are to forfeit 20]. for each offence, to be paid 
to the debtors. 

. Dettors, for perjuring themfelves are to fuffer the punith- 
ments appointed by law to be inflicted for wilful and corrupt 
perjury. 

Such debtors as are difcharged by this a& are not liable to 
imprifonment for debts contracted prior to February 12, 17945 
but arc liable for all contraéted fince that day. 

Prifoners actually in confinemcat on the 12th of February, 
1794, and fince difcharged by their creditors, without their 
confent, are to be entitled to the benefit of the aét, notwithe 
ftanding {uch difcharge. 

This a& may be pleaded in order to fet afide any action of 
efcape and this aét may alfo be pleaded generally to prevent 
the recovery of any debt contracted before the 12th of Fe- 
bruary, 1794, provided the debtor was actually in cuftody on 
that day. 

Attornies or fervants embezzling money, are excluded the 
benefit of this a@. Perfons obtaining money, Sc. by falfe 





pretences are excluded the benefit of this act; and perions ree 
moving effets of the value of 501. lable to pay iyment of rents 
aiid allo perfons felling or afligning effects to detraud creditorse 

Gaolers are to admit prifoners to be {poken with and exa- 


mined on penalty of 5], andif they make falle cutries refpecte 
ing prifoners they are to forfeit 500). 
Debtors 
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Debtors refufing to difcover the trade and abode of the'per- 
fon at whofe fuit they are detained, are to be excluded the ate 
nefit of this ach 

Juftices may hold a {pecial feflion for difcharging prifoners 
at or near the county gaol, ia the diftri@ of Holland, in Lane 
cafhire, in Southwark, in Surrey, &c. 

Prifohers in cuflody for fees are to be difchanged. But this 
act is not to extend to debtors to the crown or revenue. Dee 
termination of Juftices tu be final, unlefs the prifoner get. rid 
of the objection, &c. Prifoners feized of eftates in tail tode- 
liver them up. Aflignees. may apply for the further examie 
nation of debtors; and Juftices are to call the perfons before 
them, and may commit them for non-appearance. 

Twenty pounds per cent. for difcovering any part of the 
debtor’s eftate not comprized in the fchedule. Difcharges 
obtained fraudulently are to be void. Affignees, with confent 
of the majority, in value, of the creditors, may compound:for 
debts, and fubmit any debts to arbitration, The penalty on 
perfons concealing the eftates of debtors is rool. If aflignees 
die others may be appointed. ‘The courts at Weftmintter, 
&c. on complaint againft aflignees, may remove them. Where 
mutual credit has been given the balance is to be ftated. | Pri+ 
foners for not paying money awarded, as cofts, &c. entitled to 
the benefit of this act. 

Prifoners on the procefs of the Cou:t of Confcience are to 
be entitled to'the benefit of the act. 

The folemn affirmation of Quakers is to be taken. 

This aét is not to extend to Scotland. 





Some Particulars of the Life and Charatter of Kofciufko. 


HIS celebrated chief of the Poles is about the age of 

2; heis of the Nobles, but his family being poor, he 

was educated at the School of the Cadets. The rulers of this 
eftablifhment give the King the power of fending annually 
four Cadets into foreign countries to perfect themfelves. Kof- 
ciufko was of the number of thele {elected youths fent into 
France, where he refided four years, and returned with the re- 
putation of a very fkilful Engineer. The King gave hima 
company in the regiment of the artillery of the crown. Though 
rich in the gifts of mind, the perfon of this officer is, it {cemsy 
mean and pitiful; but with this difadvantage, he had the ad- 
drefs to captivate the affections of a young lady of the firft 

Vox, XXIil. 594. 41 quality, 
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quality, and finding it impoffible to gain the confent of her pa- 
rents, he perfuaded her to elope from them. The father, en- 
raged, purfued the ravifher, in company with fome other of 
his relations. ‘The lovers were overtaken and overpowered, 
and Kofciufko had not only the mortification of lofing his 
bride, but of receiving in the fray manual chaftifement. Dif- 
honoured, he quitted Poland in defpair, Some time after this, 
he appeared in America, in the rank of Adjutant to Wathing- 
ton. Atthe peace he returned to France, where the French 
officers who had ferved in America, and Dr. Franklin, always 
{poke of him as aman to whom America was much indebted. 

Kofciufko having acquired reputation abroad, ventured to 
fhow hinilelf in his native country ; and he was in three bat- 
tles which Prince Poniatowfki fought with the Ruflians, at the 
time of the Diet of Targowitz. It has been faid, that if the 
councils of Kofciufko had been followed in that fhort war, af- 
fairs would have taken a better turn. When Staniflaus found 
himfelf obliged to ceaie hoftilities, Kofciufko again difappeared. 
He was feen at Pifa in the month of Decemper, when he pro 
fefled himfelf going to Geneva, but in fact he went to Paris. 
There he took inftructions from the Committee of Infurrection, 
and received from them ten millions, which he diftributed in 
Poland, and in a few months afterwards found himfelf at the 
head of the infurgents.—So much for patriots. 

From the above fketch of the character of the leacing Gene- 
ral, if true, we may form a truer eftimate of the virtue of the 
Polith revolution, than we could ctherwife be enabled to do. 
On poffible events, who thall now venture to prognoiticate ? 





EXTRAORDINARY CAUSE of DEATH. 





ETER PEUTEMAN, a painter at Rotterdam, where he 
was bora in the year 1050, was requelted to paint an em- 
slematicul picture of mortality, reprefenting human fkulls and 
bones, furrounded with rich gems, and musical inftruments, to 
exprefs the vanity ef tiis world’s picafures, amufements, or 
pefleiions ; and, that he might imitate uature with the greater 
eractnefs, he weat into an anatomical roc, where feveral 


ts Jetons huog by wire, from the ceiling, and bones and tkulls 
lay feattercd about, aad immediately preparcd to make his 
defigns. While he was thus employed, either owing to fae 


tigue, or to iutente fludy, be infenfibly fell afleep; but was 
fuddenly reufed by we shock of an earthquake, which happened 
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at that inftant, on the 18th of September, 1692. The mo- 
ment he awoke, he obferved the fkeletons move about, as they 
were fhaken, in different dire&tions, and the loofe fkulls roll 
from one fide of the room to the other ; and being totally ig- 
norant of the caufe, he was ftruck with fuch horror, that he 
threw himfelf down ftairs, and tumbled into the ftreet half 
dead. His friends took all poftible pains to efface the im- 
preffion made on his mind by this unlucky event, and ac- 
quainted him with the real caufe of the agitation of the fkele- 
tons; but in vain; for this tranfaction affected his fpirits in fo 
violent a manner, that it brought ona diforder, which in a very 
fhort time ended his days. 





SHORT ACCOUNT of RISTON. 


[From Collinfon’s Hiftory and Antiquities of the County of So- 
merfet. } 


ISTON is three miles eaft from Taunton, on the river 
Tone, which divides this parifh from Monkton and 
Creech St. Michael, and has over it a county bridge. The 
whole parifh contains about one thoufand acres, and the lands 
are nearly equally divided between pafture and tillage. A 
mile S. FE. of the church is the tithing of Henlade, in which 
is the feat of Robert Proétor Anderdon, Ef. very pleafantly 
fituated near the turnpike-road from Taunton to London, by 
way of Salifbury. Thechurch (dedicated to St, George) is a 
fmall but venerable ancient edifice, confifting of a nave, chan- 
cel, and fouth aifle, all covered with tile. At the weft end is 
an old tower, 56 feet high, embellifhed with many Gothic pin- 
nacles at the angles ; but the top is quite plain, and apparently 
never finifhed according to the original plan. This tower 
contains a clock and three bells, The front is very ancient, 
lined with lead, and fupported by five Gothic pillars. The 
fouth aifle is the property of Robert Protor Anderdon, Efq. 
Here are the remains of an oldcrofs ftone, 





Anfwer, by a School- Boy, of Tuy- Bridge, to Sobrius’s Enigma, in- 
ferted April 14. , 


OUR enigma, kind Sir, I read o’er with much care, 
h Before that I did make a BADGER appear. 
4 I 2 ** We 
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*,* We have received the like anfwer from P. of Dorfete 
fhire; Homo, near Cerne; A. Apfey, and W. Brewer, of 
Taunton; J. Bulgin, of Cattle Cary; Philomathes, of 
Modbury; Furze Stub, of Long Moor; J. Collins, of Uff. 
culm; and W. Hawkins, of Crediton. 





Anfwer, by F. Re Toulmin, of Barnftaple, to T, Maker’s Anae 
gram, inferted April 216 


RANSPOSE POEM then ’twill be, 
MOPE, which is ftupidity. 


Wt} We have received the like anfwer from J. Collins, of 
Uficulm; and A. Apfey and W.Brewer, of Taunton. 





4 QUESTION, fy Hermes. 


IVEN the equations x*+y*=m and xy+y*; to find 
y> without afy affected equation whatever. 





4 CHARADE, by F. Comins, of Taviftock. 


A Female beaft I pray expound; 

A paflage, Sirs, muft next be found ; 
My firft and fecond join’d arizht, 

A town in Wales will bring to fight. 





A REBUS, ty & B. of Ivybridge. 


Term in mufic, Sirs, firft find ; 
And next a town pray call to mind; 

A foreign {pice you'll next procure ; 
A prophet fam’d in days of yore; 
A King that did in England reign ; 
An infe& in the fummer feen ; 
A city next in fcripture found; 
And Jaft a place made under ground. 

The initials join’d in order true, 

An inftrument you'll bring to view. 


POETRY. 
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A Sea Song, written in Honour of the memorable Battle 
of Fune 1, 1794. 


[The following Song was written by a Lieutenant of the Flag 
Ship of Rear-Admiral Pafley. 

The firft part of it was written after the action of the z9th of 
May, and was fung in full chorus in the ward room of that fhip on 
the evening of the 31{t of May, the night previous to the battle 
which ended fo glorioufly for the Britifh arms.—The fecond part 
was added immediately after that great event. 


To the tune of-—«* J was, d’ye fee, a waterman.”’| 


ae a time eis 


2 WAS on the twenty-eighth of May, 
The morning being clear, 
A fleet to windward we efpy’d; 
The Frenchmen did appear. 
The fignal for the fame being made, 
The chafe was foon begun; 
And then for battle we prepar’d 
To thew Monficurs fome fun: 
Our thip being clear’d, the foe we near’d, 
With expectations high, 
That we fhould fhew the murd’rous foe, 
That Britith courage ftill would flow, 
‘To make them ftrike or die. 


The fam’d Bellerophon began 
Her cannons firft to. play 

Upon a three-deck‘dfhip of their’s, 
Which could not run away: 

Our hearts of gold their thot well told, 
In fhow’rs about her fide, 

Till the Leviathagicame up,:; 
The battle todivide 5.» 1 
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Then feeing plain ’twas quite in vain 
The conteft more to try, 

She ftruck ; and this does furely thew, 

That Britith courage ftill will flow, 
To make them ftrike or die. 


Night coming on, the battle ceas’d, 
Till Phoebus rofe again, 

When we beheld this trait’rous fleet 
Still vaunting on the main. 

Our line being form’d, and all hearts warm’d 
The fight was foon renew’d, 

Determin’d to haul down that flag, 
Which with contempt we view’d. 

Lord Howe engag’d their hotteft rage, 
He broke their line, to try, 

If fuch manceuvres would not fhew, 

That Britith courage ftill would flow, 
To make them ftrike or die. 


The battle warmly was maintain’d, 
Much valour was difplay’d, 

Till night, with all her fable train, 
The action ftill delay’d : 

Now fince again all o’er the main, 
Thefe rebels can’t be found, 

We'll toaft our Admirals in our glafs, 
Our girls, too, fhall go round ; 

Each heart fhall fing, Long Live the King ! 
And each again reply, 

If e’er we’re call’d again, we'll fhew, 

That Britith courage ftill fhall low, 
To make them itrike or die. 





>: A--B--% II. 


WE anxioully the Frenchmen fought, 
For two days o’er the main, 

And on the firft of June we brought 
Thofe rebels to again. 

Lord Howe the fignal made for each 
His oppofite to take; 

Not doubting then, that fuch brave men 
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The fight began, and every man 
His utmoft power did try, 
‘To make thefe traitors feel and know, 
That Britifh courage ftill would flow, 
To make them ftrike or die. 


Two hours or more this battle was 
With matchlefs warmth maintain’d, 

When Providence {mil’d on our caufe, 
And vitory for us gain’d. 

Tho’ at one time three of the line 
Upon our fhip did fall, 

Yet we fo well our thot did tell, 
That we beat off them all. 

The mafts of one were foon brought down, 
And fhe a log did lie. 

To make thofe Sans Culottes all know, 

That Britifh courage ftill thall flow, 
To make them ftrike or die. 


Our gallant Chief Commander, too, 
By three was clos’d around ; 

He fought fo bravely that the foe 
Was fore’d to quit his ground. 

Now nine or ten upon the main 
Difmafted wrecks they lay ; 

And all the reft got fo well dreft, 
They did not choofe to ftay. 

Thus o’er the main being left to reign, 
To England foon we’l! hie 

With all our prizes, which will thew, 

That Britith courage ftill fhall flow, 
‘To make them ftrike or die, 


But one fmall tribute let me pay, 
Which jultice does demand, 
To Admiral Pafley, who this day 
Was ta’en from his command. 
One wicked thot, which they had got, 
His leg did fever foon; 
Which rebb’d the van of this brave man, 
Long ere the fight was done. 
Yet ’midft fuch play he’d {mile and fay, 
“ Fight on, my lads, and try 
“ To 
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“To make thefe rebel Frenchmen know, 
« That Britifh courage ftill will flow, 
“ Tomake them ftrike or die.” 


My fhipmatcs now, let’s celebrate 
A day of great renown, 

Which will this vi€tory relate 
To ages yet unknown. 

Come, let-us raife our voice, to praife 
The gallant name of HOWE, 

Who, by this check, the ftubborn neck 
Of France has made to bow. 

May Peace again, and all her train, 
With bleflings from on High, 

Shine on our ifle! ‘Then all fhall know, 

That Britons will fuch courage thew, 
To make them ftrike or die. 





END OF THE TWENTY-THIRD VOLUME. 
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